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MODERNIZATION OF THE RHINE-RUHR RAIL NETWORK

PLANS PROPOSED: —=- Duesseldorf, Verkehrs-Wirtechaft, 22 Nov 52

To mpéwe the profitability of the Federal Railroads (Deutsche Bund-
esbahn) and to eiiminate the deflcit, three possibilities have been sugpgested:

* (1) =an incresse in transport rates, {2) accounting for direct and indirect

political burdens in general federal funds, and (3) a thorough rationaliza-
tion and modernization of railroad operations.

The first is out of the question because it would reduce the ability of
the railroads to ~ompete; the second cannot be accomplished at present, be-
cause the financial position of the Federal government does not permit it; and
the third cannct bte carried out with the railroad's own funda but requires long-
term loans, Since thare is a shortage of capital, the Laesnder are the only
poasible creditors for such an undertaling. The fact that Leaender credits are
eermarked specifically for improvement f transport in the creditor Land limits
the use of these funds by the railroads. KRowever, there is no argument about
the point that electrification of main lines and dieselization of branch lines
18 the best method. Lend Bayern ard l[and Baden-Wuerttemberg have therefore
granted sizable credits to the Federal Railroads for the expansion of the al-
ready existing electrified network. Land Norrhein-Westfalen has alsc agreed to
supply the sum of 150 million Dsutsche marks (West) required for electrificatim
of the Hamm - Essen - Duesseldorf - Koeln - Remagen (Land border) main lines,.

There has been basic agreement about this plan between the Federal Rail-
roads and land Nordrhein-Westfalen for about a. year, and the plan has been ap-
proved by the Federal Miniatry of Transport. At that time ﬁ‘l‘gvember 195}_.7, the
Federal Railroads did aot want to commit themselves, but felt that the sign-
ing of the contracts should be left to the new board of directors, especially
since it was known that there were differences of opinion within this board
about the system of electrification to be used. The most important wmember of
the board, is in favor of 50-cycle current, while the others are supported by
Land Nordrhein-Westfalen in their opinion that 16 2/3 - cycle current should be
used.
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Before final approval by the Administrative Ccuneil of the Federal Rail-
roads, the manner of avallability of credits had to be cetitied. Nordrhein-
Westfalen at Pfirst thought that 1¢ could supply the money only in installmeats
of 30 willion Deutsche marks, for budget reasons, while the railroads were un-
willing tc enter into an agreement unlese the entire 150 million Deutsche marls
were guaranteed. A compromise golution has now been found, under which Nerd-
rhein-Westfalen will supply 90 million Deutsche marks, sufficient for electri-
fication of the Namm - Essen - Duesseldorf line, and will guerantes that the
rest of the funds required for electrification of the line to the lard border
will be made available. The contract will thus be eigned.

At present, the Technical Committee of the Administrutive Council of the
Federal Railroeds 18 debating the question of the system to be uged on the .
lines to be electrified, It will make its report on 8 December 1952, It is
expacted that its findings will agree with those of ithe Commitiee {Arteitsge~
meinschaft) for the Electrification of the Federal Railroade and the Technical
Group of the Advisory Council for Transport Science (Verkehrswissenschaftlicher
Beirat), which have come out in favor of 16 2/3 cysles. Recently, o committee
of the most important manufacturers of electrical equipment in Germany 6180
issued a report fevorinmg this system. As a matter of fact, the South German
electric railroad network, =s well as that of sll other European countries, op-
erates on 16 2/3 cycles, The only exception 18 in France, where a 100-~kilometer
experimental line, operating on 50 cycles, has been built. An experimental line
using 50-cycle current 1s algo in operation in the Schwarzwald, tut the results
there have been somewhat less than satisfactory. If the Rhein-Rukr rail net-
work 18 electrified for the use of 50-cycle current, this would sllow creation
of a unified network including northern France and the western portions of the
Federal Republic, but on the other hand it would spiit the German elsctric rail
network in two, since the electric railroads south of +he Main River operate on

16 2/3 cycles.

This would require the building of five cr six stations for change-over,
and would entail a delay of the traimns; such a change-over would not matter at
frontier stations, vhere the trains heve to make a e2%op of some duration snyway,

The same railroad authorities who have favored tre 50-cycle system have
now come forth with another suggestion, without weiting for the repor® ty the
Technical Committee, This plan makes the whole ides of electrifying the Fhine-
Ruhr network 4llusory. It recommends dieselization of the Rnine-Ruhr rail net-
work, and extenzion of diesel-operated line3 to South Cermany. This pian 18
based on the srgument that dieselization will require invesimenz of lerc woney
by the Federal Railrocads and, in addition, will be guicker %o accomplilsk than
electrification. Thege are good arguments, but there sre serlous weskncgees 1n

the plan.

First, tne fuel ‘equired for diegel operation can be oSttained orn'y from
abroad, which would put a Leavy load on the German foreign currency =ijuaticn.
It should be mentlioped that this plan wes fuggested a few vear: ago snpd was
rejected for the reason stated. Itis therefore strange thaw it shoull crop
up again, especially since repressentatives of the dlzsel-engine manufachturers
have stated thet electrifization of main linees ig more edvantageous Than die-
selization, although the situation is different in regard wo “he modernization

of branch and feeder lines.

Second, it must be borne in mind that modernization cf the Rhine-kuhr neb-
work cannot be delayed much longer. While Nordrhein-Westfalen, as already -tated,
i8 willing to underwrite electrification of the netwerk, 1t 1z doubtful whether
the tur)s would be mede Pailable for dieselization., While the primary reason
for the financial aid promised by Nerdrhein-Westfalen 15 the improvemen® of ser-
vice on the lines of the Federal Reilraods, there 1&g & zecondary conzideration
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involved. This i3 the u%ilization of coal, which would probably be of great
importance for the further development of cozlmining in Nordrheim-Weetfalen.
Thus, the Federal Railroads would have to raise the required funds for die-

selization by themselves, and, in view of thelr present financial troubleg,

they would hardly be in a position to do so for quite some time.

It goes almost without saying that the electrification will cover only
the main lines in the Rhine-Ruhr region, while the branch lines wi1ll be die-
selized. The reason 18 8imply that complete electrification of the Rhine-
Rubr network would require about 500 million Deutsche marks, an amount which
is far above the capabilities of even as prosperous & land as Nordrhein-

Westfalen,

Legislative circles in Nordrhein-Westfalen are beginning to be annoyed
by the attitude of the Federal Reilroads, and are putting pressure on the
Land government to get some action.

EIRST STAGE OF ELECTRIFICATION APPROVED -- Duesealdorf, Verkehrs=Wirtschalt,
Dec 52

The Administrative Council of the Federal Ramilroads, in its meeting on
2 December, approved the offer by Land Nord~nein-Westfalen of & credit in the
amount of 90 million Deutsche marks (West! for the electrification of the
Ruhr railroads, The money will be used for the first stage of the project,
the electrification of the Durtwun” - Essen - Altenesgen ~ Oberhaussn -
Duisburg - Duesseldorf line, According to the Frankfurt newspaper Neue Zei-
tung of 4 December 1952, the money will be used to electrify the Hemm - Essen -
Duisburg section. The Technical Committee of the Administrative Council re-
quested that the electric system be built in such & manner that both S50-cycle
end 16 2/3-cycle current can be used. This request was also epproved.

The Federal Cabinet must still give 1ts approval, after which work can
be started at once. It is expected that the cabinet will act on the messure

very soon.
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